
ABOUT DANCE THEATRE X 
 
A Philadelphia-based contemporary dance company founded in 2001 by choreographer and 
2007 Pew Fellow, Charles O. Anderson. Described by Deborah Jowitt of the Village Voice as "a 
warrior of a dancer," Anderson’s choreography synthesizes the spirituality and dynamism of 
African-derived movement and the candor and vulnerability of contemporary dance. The 
company is a project based organization that develops and presents project-specific ensembles 
of dancers/performers, scholars, and artistic collaborators from multiple disciplines. dtX is the 
creative hub for realizing interdisciplinary dance-theatre and multidisciplinary arts and 
humanities projects that address issues of identity, selfhood, and belonging in an effort to 
interrogate received notions of who we are. The work is about social reflection, commentary, 
and social justice by investigating the individual in relationship to the community context. dtX 
strives to create kinesthetic dance epics that bear witness to human experience through the 
aesthetic lens of the African Diaspora. 
 

ABOUT CHARLES ANDERSON 
 
Originally from Richmond, Virginia, artistic director Charles O. Anderson began his professional 
dance training at Cornell University in 1991 and received his BA from Cornell in 1994. Since 
then he has performed and choreographed professionally throughout New York and the Mid-
Atlantic region. He received his early training as a three-time full-tuition scholarship student at 
the American Dance Festival from 1992-94.  
It was there that he began studying with Ronald K. Brown, artistic director of Evidence, Talley 
Beatty and Donald McKayle. He continued training professionally with Mr. Brown in NYC and 
became a pick-up member of the dance company for the premiere of "Better Days" at Dance 
Theater Workshop in 1998. He also apprenticed with Jennifer Muller/the works from 1994-95. 
Anderson continued learning from - and performing with - such noted choreographers as Jim 
Self, Mark Dendy, Sean Curran, Joy Kellman, Miguel Gutierrez, and Tamieca McCloud. 
 
In 2002, Anderson earned his MFA with honors from Temple University where he had the 
distinction of being a future faculty fellow specializing in choreography and Africanist dance 
aesthetics and history. Since establishing dance theatre X in 2001, he has presented his work 
nationally and internationally through such organizations as The Philadelphia Live Arts Festival; 
Danceboom! at the Wilma Theatre; the International  
 
Festival for modern dance in Kaunas, Lithuania; Mulberry Street Theatre; Danspace at St. 
Mark's Church; Dixon Place; Cornell University; and the Thelma Hill Performing Arts Center, 
among others. He has received numerous grants to support his work, including Dance Advance 
(sponsored by the Pew Charitable Trusts), the Philadelphia Cultural Fund, the Independence 
Foundation, and the Puffin Foundation. In June 2007, he was named one of 12 recipients of the 
prestigious Pew Fellowship in the arts, which aims to  
identify outstanding Philadelphia artists at critical career junctures, awarding them grants of 
$50,000 each. Currently, Anderson is a professor of dance and head of the African-American 
studies program at Muhlenberg College. 

 
 
 
 


